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Jamie Paullus 
 Jamie Paullus and Kath-
leen Carlson offer us a view into 
and perspective of THE 2 shows 
from NAMM: the NAMM Jam and 
Metal Allegiance concerts.  

Page 44 

Sherry Keith 
 Mystic Photography, out 
and about as always, brings her 
keen eye to NAMM and offers us 
HardCore Superstar. 
 

Page 24 

Saints of  Rebellion  

 From Laurel, MD to headlining in Suriname, SoR 
has been melting faces and blowing minds from venue to 
venue, bringing their personal brand of Rock n Roll to fans 
both young and old. 
 CV WorldWide gets cerebral with the gang... 

p. 26 
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 From Grosse Pointe to Rob Zombieõs right hand, 
John5 has cemented his spot in the pantheon of guitar mas-
ters in music. Talk with the man behind the music, take a 
walk with CV WorldWide on the journey of a man created 
to play guitar... 

p. 4 
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PureSin @ NAMM 

 The annual winter NAMM 2015 was again at 

the Anaheim Convention Center in gorgeous Ana-

heim, CA. Yamaha presented, NAMM grand opening 

performance with the world famous Disneyland 

Band. Anaheim convention center is 3 levels that 

showcased over 1500 different companies from all 

over the world all having something to do within the 

music industry. NAMM brought in all the well-

known music industry favorites just to name a few 

was Bigsby, Epiphone, ESP Guitars, Fender, Gibson, 

Gretsch Co., Schecter Guitar, Vic Firth Co., Ludwig 

Drum Company, and Rock-n-Roll GangStar Inc. 

They were also over 350 new vendors at this yearôs 

NAMM; Wornstar clothing, Chronos Drums, CMG 

Guitars ErgoSonic Percussions, LLC , Golden Age 

Audio, Gravity Guitar Picks, Headhunters Drum-

sticks, House Of Blues Music Forward Foundation 

and Morgan Amps are only a few of the vendors the 

made there debut appearance this year.  My favorite 

vendor was Mighty Mite with Jeff Kylloe; they have 

been around since 1970 supplying guitar quality gui-

tar parts. There are also many various string instru-

ments as well as brass instruments, actually 100ôs of 

them, some types I have never seen in my life. There 

was even a gorgeous saxophone that had cubic zirco-

nia all over it, priced well into the thousand dollar 

range.  So many types of instruments and anything 

else that deals within the music industry, it was all 

here. 

 NAMM recognized OME Banjo with an award 

for their 55 years of service in the music industry. 

The award set next to a beautifully crafted banjo that 

had 55 engraved in it surrounded by a yellowish or-

ange flower. It certainly was a beautiful piece of 

wood work.  

 Many vendors would have various artists sign-

ings set up at certain times throughout the 4 day con-

ventions which were a great opportunity to meet some 

amazing artist. Ludwig had Brian Tichy, Dave Lom-

bardo, Corey Miller, Matt Starr, Alan White, Bryan 

Hitt, Jason Sutter, and Jeff Friedl as these were just 

some. Framous and Warwick 

had several artists, I canôt list 

them all, but some were William 

Duvall, Emma Anzai, Devin 

Townsend, Phil X, Steve Bailey, 

Kyle Sanders, and Mike Inez. Every corner your 

turned was another signing with a very long line 

sometimes you were not even able to tell who was 

signing due to the fact there were so many people 

around. By the third day there was around 30,000 

people in attendance, it was slow moving but no one 

was in a hurry to get anywhere everyone was taking 

their time enjoying looking at the merchandise, min-

gling, and catching up with friends. While walking 

around inside you would never know who you might 

run into; we got the opportunity to talk with the amaz-

ing bass player Phil Chen. He was very so kind. Jamie 

showed him the pictures he took of him the previous 

night at The OX and The Loon Phil loved them, we 

must have talked with him for 20 minutes and he was 

kind enough to take pictured with us. We also got to 

see Steve Wonder, Vinnie Paul of Hell Yeah, a cou-

ple of the guys from GWAR, and watch Ray Parker Jr 

sing óGhostbustersô.   

 Outside of NAMM there were 4 stages set up 

The Venue Stage, Center Stage, Hilton Anaheim, 

Lobby Stage, and Anaheim Marriott, Lobby Stage 

they played bands on these through the day into the 

evening some of the bands that performed were. The 

Paul Cannon Band, Lucas Carpenter, The New Divi-

sion, Shawn Michael Perry, Cole Marcus Trio, Judas 

Priestess, The Killer Queens, Maxwell Hughes, Jessi-

ca Lynn, and Alex Skolnick and Planetary Coalition. 

 This yearôs NAMM was filled with so much to 

see and do it was hard getting in as much as we did 

but it was a great adventure and I look forward to 

next years. 

 Feel free to browse our impressions and cover-

age of the musical fare from 2015 NAMM, starting 

on page 44. 

Kathleen Clarkson 



 



 

<CV WorldWide> Letõs go back to the 

beginning - growing up in Grosse 

Pointe, MIétell us about the òearly 

daysó. 

<John5> It was an amazing upbring-
ing - such an incredible childhood - 

everything was perfectéit was just 
wonderful. 
 

<CVWW> Regular middle class? 

<J5> Actually, Iõd say upper class. 
 

<CVWW> Really? 

<J5> And it was just a beautiful place 
to grow up, great environment, the 

schools are incredible, I have such 
fond memoriesélook, I know it 

would make for a great story if I said 
I had a terrible upbringing or some-

thing like that, but it was really a 

great, great childhood. You know, 
like normal kids I was into universal 

monsters, and playing guitar, and 
watching TV like any other kid. And 

itõs funny, all these years later, noth-
ing has really changed that much. 

 
<CVWW> And of all things, you got 

attracted to guitar by watching Hee 

Haw? 

<J5> Yeah, I loved Hee Haw, itõs just 

a great show, and it was a lot of fun 
watching, and thatõs what inspired 

me to play guitar. 

<CVWW> Quite a bit different than 

what you play now. 

<J5> Sure. Back then I saw this little 

boy playing guitar on Hee Haw - 
well, he was playing banjo, actually - 

and I was so inspired by him that I 
thought òwow, I want to do some-

thing like tható but I want to play gui-
tar, I want to play electric guitar. I 

saw these guys on Hee Haw playing 
electric guitar, and they were playing 

Telecasters, and I thought that was 

the only shape of a guitar available, I 
didnõt think there were any other 

shapes or brands; and you know, it 
was really cool, and I was like òokay, 

I like this, I want to play guitar, and I 
want to play that kind of guitar, a gui-

tar that looked just like tható. I think 
thatõs why I play Telecasters today - 

well, I KNOW thatõs why I play Tele-
casters even now. 
 

<CVWW> Did you have any other 

hobbies growing up, or once you had the 

bug it was òall guitar all the timeó? 

<J5> All music all the time - I was 

pretty much obsessed with the guitar, 
actually. As a matter of fact, I was so 

obsessed with guitar that, being a 
young boy playing and practicing so 

much, my left hand actually grew 

larger than my right hand - itõs not the 
fingers but the palm that stretched - so 


